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The Nepal Premier League is growing commercially. Can it

turn that momentum into better facilities, lasting player

careers and a stronger Nepali cricket system?
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Analysis. The Nepal Premier League is attracting bigger

commercial deals and giving domestic players a more visible

stage. Whether it transforms Nepali cricket will depend on what

survives after the tournament ends: better facilities, stronger

coaching and careers that last beyond one season.

A successful cricket league leaves two scoreboards. One records

the runs, wickets and trophies. The other records what the sport

gains: a young player who earns a reliable income, a coach who

develops new skills, or a practice ground that remains useful long

after the final.
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The Nepal Premier League, or NPL, now faces that second test. Its

appeal is clear: regional teams, recognisable Nepali players,

overseas professionals and a short, accessible format. Its deeper

promise is to connect the enthusiasm around cricket with a system

capable of developing more good cricketers.

As of October 4, the third season is scheduled for October 26 to

November 21, 2026, at the TU International Cricket Stadium in

Kirtipur. Eight franchises will compete, with defending champions

Lumbini Lions facing Sudurpaschim Royals in the opener. Those

dates set the stage for another tournament. They do not, by

themselves, settle the larger question.

What the Nepal Premier League adds

Franchise cricket gives domestic players something that

occasional international selection cannot offer everyone: another

employer and another audience. A player can make a reputation

through performances for a club, rather than waiting for a place in

the national side.

The eight teams—Biratnagar Kings, Chitwan Rhinos, Janakpur

Bolts, Karnali Yaks, Kathmandu Gorkhas, Lumbini Lions, Pokhara

Avengers and Sudurpaschim Royals—also give supporters a

regional identity within a national competition. That is a useful

foundation for following players whose names may be unfamiliar

outside domestic cricket.
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Recognition has practical value. If performances become easier to

see and compare, selectors gain another source of evidence.

Sponsors gain recognisable athletes. Younger players gain

examples of a possible career.

But the tournament’s development value depends on meaningful

participation. A promising player who joins a squad needs

opportunities to bat, bowl and receive useful feedback. A place on

the bench and a photograph with an overseas star offer much less

evidence of progress.

The money is growing. What will it build?

The commercial scale has become harder to dismiss. The 2026

media and ticketing rights awards total NPR 33.53 crore: NPR

18.04 crore for worldwide OTT streaming rights, NPR 14.64 crore

for television rights within Nepal and NPR 85 lakh for ticketing

rights.

Those figures describe the announced value of rights agreements.

They are not a measure of total league profit, nor proof that the

money has already been collected or distributed. Operating costs,

contractual obligations and payment schedules matter when

judging the financial outcome.

Still, the deals create an important opportunity. Commercial

income could support facilities and services that individual players

struggle to finance: practice wickets, strength training,
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physiotherapy, video analysis and qualified coaching.

The strongest development case would involve transparent

accounts showing what reaches those purposes. Without that

connection, larger rights fees can coexist with uneven facilities

and insecure careers. A prosperous tournament and a well-funded

cricket system are related ambitions, but one does not

automatically produce the other.

Franchises face a similar choice. Spending on a recognisable

signing may help sell a season. Investing in scouts, local coaching

and training programmes can improve the pool of players

available for several seasons. A sustainable league needs room for

both.

For players, a contract is only the
beginning

The third-season auction placed Aasif Sheikh with Lumbini Lions

for NPR 20 lakh, the highest purchase reported at that auction.

Across the auction, 53 players were bought from a shortlist of 155.

These are auction figures, rather than a complete count of the

league’s contracted players, which also includes retained players

and other recruitment.

For an individual cricketer, a paid contract can make training a

more realistic commitment. It can help cover equipment, travel

and the time required to practise seriously. It also gives families
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something concrete to weigh when cricket competes with study,

employment or plans to move abroad.

The limits are equally important. A tournament contract covers a

finite opportunity. Players still need income, competition and

support during the rest of the year. The highest auction price tells

us little about the security of someone at the other end of the

squad.

A stronger system would connect league participation with

domestic competitions, provincial programmes and pathways into

Nepal A or the national team. Scouts should also look beyond the

most visible grounds and established networks. Otherwise, the

league risks repeatedly rewarding the players already easiest to

find.

For supporters, a useful question is whether a new name receives

responsibility. Does the young bowler deliver difficult overs? Does

the batter get a sustained chance after a failure? Those decisions

reveal more about development than a squad announcement.

Overseas experience must become local
knowledge

The NPL’s mix of domestic and international players offers a

practical classroom. A Nepali batter can observe how an

experienced professional prepares for different bowlers. A young

seamer can discuss field settings, slower balls and the decisions
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required in a close finish.

For that learning to endure, teams need to organise it. Structured

practice, individual reviews and collaboration with local coaches

can turn a short visit into knowledge that stays. Casual proximity

is an uncertain substitute for deliberate coaching.

Nepal already has players capable of competing internationally. Its

2026 T20 World Cup squad included Rohit Paudel, Dipendra Singh

Airee, Kushal Bhurtel and Aasif Sheikh, among others. The

challenge for the NPL is to deepen that talent pool and prepare

the next group, while helping established players improve.

The careers of Rohit Paudel and Dipendra Singh Airee illustrate

the importance of individual development. A league earns lasting

value when those stories become more common.

There is also a format limit. Twenty-over cricket rewards

particular skills under intense time pressure. Nepal’s broader

ambitions require preparation for other formats too. The NPL

should strengthen the domestic calendar rather than become the

only competition that receives attention and investment.

Regional pride needs a regional footprint

A franchise bearing a city’s or region’s name can attract

supporters far beyond the tournament venue. For Nepalis living

abroad, following such a team offers another way to stay
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connected with home and share that connection with their

children.

Worldwide streaming rights create the possibility of reaching that

audience. Actual access will depend on the service’s availability,

subscriptions and distribution arrangements. A worldwide rights

award alone does not guarantee that every supporter can watch

every match.

The more durable connection is local. A regional franchise could

run school visits, open trials, coaching sessions and partnerships

with clubs in the area it represents. These are possible routes to

development, rather than claims that every NPL team already

follows them.

Because the announced 2026 tournament is centred on Kirtipur,

such activity matters. A national league can have one main match

venue while still building a wider footprint. Regional branding

becomes more valuable when a child can encounter the team

through a coach, a trial or a place to practise.

How to judge whether the NPL is working

Attendance, viewing figures and sponsorship are important

commercial indicators. Cricket development needs additional

measures: the number of emerging players receiving substantial

playing time, the quality of facilities available outside tournament

weeks, and the movement of players into stronger domestic and
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international competition.

Financial transparency also deserves attention. Clear contracts,

dependable payments and published information about

development spending would make it easier to distinguish a

successful event from a sustainable institution. That is a standard

for evaluation, not an allegation that a particular payment has

failed.

The league also needs credible officiating and effective integrity

safeguards. Players and supporters should be able to trust how

matches are conducted, how concerns are reported and how

decisions are reviewed. Commercial growth increases the

importance of that trust.

The NPL can transform Nepali cricket if it turns visibility into

opportunity and income into lasting capacity. The mechanism is

straightforward: more serious competition, better preparation and

a wider route into the professional game.

The result is not guaranteed. When the final ends, the most

revealing questions will remain: who can afford to keep playing,

where can they train, and what will make them better before the

next season? The answers will tell us how far the league has

travelled beyond the boundary.

Featured photograph: Kirtipur cricket ground during a national-league

match, December 30, 2017. Archive image; it does not depict the 2026

NPL. Photo: BRPever / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0. Original
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photograph uploaded without editorial alteration; display thumbnails may

be resized or cropped.
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