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Nepal’s Tempo: Kushal
Bhurtel’s T20 Journey

Kushal Bhurtel announced himself with three consecutive T201
half-centuries and later hit six sixes in an over, redefining the
attacking possibilities of Nepal’'s opening batting.
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The Opener Who Changed
Nepal’s Tempo: Kushal
Bhurtel’s T20 Journey

Kushal Bhurtel announced himself with three consecutive
T20I half-centuries and later hit six sixes in an over,
redefining the attacking possibilities of Nepal’'s opening

batting.

By Nepal Digest - September 24, 2026 - Nepal

Kushal Bhurtel changed the emotional tempo of Nepal’s
batting almost as soon as he arrived. For years, the national
side had been associated with stubbornness, improvisation
and survival against stronger teams. Bhurtel brought
something different at the top of the order: the expectation
that Nepal could attack first. His international debut in
2021 produced three consecutive T20I half-centuries, and
by 2026 he had added one of cricket’s rarest feats—six sixes
in a single over—while remaining central to Nepal’s white-

ball ambitions.
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Opening the batting in international cricket is a peculiar kind of
exposure. The ball is new, fast bowlers are fresh and the fielding
side still believes the match is entirely under control. An opener

has no time to hide. Every weakness is visible immediately.

Bhurtel’s appeal is that he rarely looks interested in waiting for
the pressure to settle. His best innings are built around the
opposite instinct: turn the first few overs into the period when the
bowlers feel uncomfortable. That aggression has occasionally
produced inconsistency, but it has also given Nepal an attacking

identity that can change matches quickly.

Before the International Breakthrough

Bhurtel’s rise to the senior side took longer than the dramatic
debut makes it appear. He represented Nepal at the 2016 Under-
19 World Cup and remained around the national pathway for
several years before finally establishing himself at senior level.
The talent was visible, but opportunity and consistency did not

arrive together immediately.

That waiting period matters because it shaped the player who
eventually emerged. Young batters in Associate cricket often have
limited high-level matches in which to prove themselves, and one
poor tournament can delay selection for months. Bhurtel spent
years close enough to the senior team to understand the standard

without yet owning a place in it.
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By 2019 he was appearing in List A cricket and in emerging-team
competition, gradually building the case for a larger role. The
breakthrough finally came when Nepal needed an opener capable

of changing how the powerplay was approached.

The Debut That Changed Everything

Bhurtel made his T20I debut against the Netherlands in April 2021
at Kirtipur. He scored 62 from 46 balls, hitting five fours and five
sixes. For a debutant, the most striking part was not simply the

total; it was the lack of caution.

He followed that innings with an unbeaten 61 and then another
62, becoming the first player in men’s T20I history to score half-
centuries in each of his first three matches. The sequence
attracted international attention and earned him a nomination for

the ICC Player of the Month award.

The achievement created a new problem: expectation. Once a
debutant looks unusually comfortable, audiences begin treating
that level of performance as normal. The challenge becomes

proving that the first week was not an accident.

Why Opening Suits Him

Bhurtel’s game is built around access to boundaries. He is
strongest when the ball is hard, the field is up and he can hit

through or over the infield before defensive structures settle. This
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makes the powerplay a natural environment for him.

Opening also rewards instinct. Batters have to decide quickly
whether a delivery is there to attack because the new ball reaches
them with pace. Bhurtel’s willingness to commit early is one of his

strengths.

The same instinct can become a weakness when conditions
demand patience. Fast starts are valuable, but an opener also has
to understand when 30 from 20 balls is better than attempting 50
from 20 and getting dismissed at 12.

The Burden of Being an Aggressive
Opener

Aggressive openers are judged differently from middle-order
anchors. When they succeed, they appear to transform the match.
When they fail, they can look reckless. The line between intent and

irresponsibility is often visible only after the result.

Bhurtel has experienced both sides of that judgement. His
attacking style helped Nepal play faster T20 cricket, but periods of
low scores brought criticism because the same shots that once

looked fearless began looking avoidable.

This is one of the hardest developmental stages for naturally
aggressive players. Maturity does not mean abandoning the

attacking identity; it means learning which risks are worth taking
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in which conditions.

The 2023 World Cup Qualifier

One of Bhurtel’s most important one-day innings came during the
2023 Cricket World Cup Qualifier in Zimbabwe. Against the hosts,
he made 99, narrowly missing a century but demonstrating that

his batting could stretch beyond short-format power hitting.

The innings mattered because Nepal’s ODI ambitions require
different pacing. Fifty overs allow batters to build rather than
simply launch. An opener has to survive spells, rotate strike and

still accelerate later.

Bhurtel’s 99 showed that he possessed the range to play a longer
innings. The challenge has been reproducing that balance

consistently.

The 2024 T20 World Cup

Nepal’'s appearance at the 2024 T20 World Cup placed Bhurtel on
the largest stage of his career. The tournament exposed the team
to elite pace, analysis and pressure, offering a clearer measure of

where Nepal’s batting stood against full-member opposition.

For openers, World Cups are unforgiving. Opponents arrive with

detailed plans based on months of video analysis. A batter who has

built success against one type of bowling can be tested repeatedly
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in the same area until he adjusts.

Bhurtel’s experience at that level became part of a broader
learning curve. Nepal were no longer simply trying to qualify; the

next challenge was to compete more consistently once there.

From Pure Batter to Useful Bowler

Bhurtel is primarily known as a top-order batter, but his leg-break
bowling has gradually become a useful secondary skill. In modern
T20 cricket, any batter who can contribute overs increases

selection flexibility.

This does not turn him into a frontline all-rounder in the mould of
Dipendra Singh Airee. The value is tactical. A captain can use him
against a favourable matchup or during a period when the main

bowlers need protection.

The evolution also reflects how modern cricketers are encouraged
to add dimensions to their game. Specialisation remains

important, but versatility creates more ways to stay relevant.

The Nepal Premier League

The arrival of the Nepal Premier League created a new domestic
environment for players such as Bhurtel. Franchise cricket gives
national players more high-pressure T20 matches, larger crowds

and stronger commercial visibility without requiring them to leave
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the country.

For an opener, this kind of league is especially useful because

repeated short-format innings allow experimentation. A batter can

adjust tempo, develop new shots and learn how opponents
respond over an entire season rather than a short international

series.

The NPL also matters to Nepal’s cricket economy. Players who
become recognisable domestic stars help convert international

excitement into a sustainable local product.

Pressure from Nepal’s Cricket Audience

Nepal’s cricket support is intense. Stadiums fill, matches trend
online and individual performances are dissected immediately
across social media. This passion is one of the sport’s greatest
assets, but it also creates unusual pressure on players from an

Associate nation.

Bhurtel’s batting style attracts particularly strong reactions

because it is visible from the first over. There is no quiet period in

which he can ease into the match. Supporters know quickly

whether the innings appears to be working.

Learning to separate useful criticism from emotional noise is
therefore part of the professional job. A batter cannot rebuild

technique according to each day’s comments.
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Six Sixes in an Over

On May 31, 2026, during an Asian Games qualifier against China
in Singapore, Bhurtel produced one of the rarest achievements in
T20 cricket. Facing left-arm spinner Chen Zhuo Yue, he hit all six

legal deliveries of an over for six.

The feat placed him in a tiny group that includes Yuvraj Singh,
Kieron Pollard and fellow Nepali Dipendra Singh Airee. Bhurtel

became the second Nepali to do it in a T20 international.

He finished with 129 from just 43 balls as Nepal reached 313 for
two and won by 221 runs. The performance was not simply a
statistical curiosity; it demonstrated the destructive ceiling of a

batter whose career had long been associated with aggression.

What Six Sixes Actually Require

Six sixes can look like raw hitting, but repeating the shot under
escalating pressure is technically difficult. After the first two or
three boundaries, both bowler and batter know exactly what is
happening. The field changes, the bowler alters pace or angle and
the batter has to maintain control while the crowd anticipates

history.

The fifth and sixth balls are often the hardest because the
achievement itself enters the batter’s mind. Continuing to swing

freely requires unusual commitment.
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For Bhurtel, the over distilled his entire batting identity into six
deliveries: early decision, clean access to the boundary and the

confidence to keep attacking after success.

The 2026 Asian Games Qualifier

The China innings became part of a broader strong tournament.
Bhurtel scored heavily during the qualifier, including a decisive
contribution in Nepal’s successful campaign. The timing mattered
because the performance came after years in which he had been

trying to reconcile aggression with reliability.

Rather than a single isolated over, the tournament suggested that
his attacking game could produce sustained returns when
confidence and conditions aligned. This is the version of Bhurtel

Nepal most needs.

An opener who consistently gives the team rapid starts changes

the job of everyone batting behind him.

Playing Two Formats

Bhurtel remains involved in both ODI and T20I cricket, and the
formats demand different versions of his game. In T20s, an early
25 from ten balls can be valuable. In ODIs, the same dismissal may

leave too much work for the middle order.
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The technical challenge is not becoming two completely different
batters. It is learning how to apply the same attacking strengths

within different risk budgets.

Players who solve this problem become especially valuable in
Associate cricket because squads are smaller and national teams

cannot always maintain completely separate specialists.

Leg-Spin and Matchups

Bhurtel’s leg-spin has become increasingly relevant in a cricket
world obsessed with matchups. A right-handed batter who can
bowl wrist spin offers captains another angle against line-ups

stacked with particular types of hitters.

Even a few overs can change team balance. Nepal can select an
additional batter or bowler knowing Bhurtel may cover part of the

innings if conditions suit.

The skill is unlikely to define his career, but it makes the primary

skill harder to drop during periods of inconsistent form.

The Mental Side of Opening

Opening is psychologically demanding because failure can occur
before the match feels as if it has properly begun. A batter may
spend hours preparing and be dismissed within minutes by one

excellent delivery.
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The best openers learn not to confuse outcome with preparation.
Sometimes a good shot produces an edge; sometimes a poor shot
flies for six. Over a long career, the process matters more than

one innings.

Bhurtel’s development increasingly depends on this mental
discipline. Natural aggression becomes more dangerous when it is

accompanied by emotional stability.

Changing Nepal’s Batting Identity

Bhurtel’s broader significance lies in how his debut years changed
expectations around Nepal’s powerplay batting. Supporters began
to see rapid starts not as exceptional accidents but as something

the team could plan around.

This affects selection and tactics. Once one opener proves that an
aggressive approach can work, younger players are encouraged to
develop similar range. Bowlers in domestic cricket are forced to

adapt.
One player cannot transform a batting culture alone, but he can

make a new style feel legitimate.

Competition for Places

Nepal’s growing player pool means Bhurtel cannot treat his

position as permanent. Younger batters are emerging, franchise
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leagues provide more evidence for selectors and team

combinations change according to format.

This competition is healthy. Strong national teams are built when
established players have to keep improving rather than relying on

reputation.

For Bhurtel, the challenge is straightforward: make the explosive
ceiling frequent enough that the inevitable low scores remain an

acceptable price.

The Next Version of Kushal Bhurtel

At twenty-nine, Bhurtel is no longer the new face who shocked
international cricket with three debut fifties. He is entering the
stage when talent is expected to become a body of work. Records

create highlights; consistency creates careers.

The six-sixes over in 2026 ensured that his name will remain
attached to one of cricket’s rare achievements. But his larger
value to Nepal will depend on ordinary matches: difficult pitches,
modest crowds and situations where 45 from 35 balls matters

more than history.
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The Value of an Opener Who Can Change
a Chase

Bhurtel’s importance becomes especially clear when Nepal are
chasing. A rapid start changes the required rate for everyone who
follows, allowing the middle order to build rather than attack
immediately. In Associate cricket, where batting depth can be
thinner than in full-member teams, that reduction in pressure

matters enormously.

The opposite is also true. An early dismissal can expose the middle
order to the new ball before the innings has settled. This is why
openers carry disproportionate tactical responsibility even when

their own score is modest.

Bhurtel’s development is therefore partly about learning when to
create chaos for the opposition and when to protect his own team

from it.

Facing Better Fast Bowling

The highest level of international cricket exposes one of the
biggest challenges for batters from Associate nations: consistent
high pace. Domestic competitions may produce good quick
bowlers, but facing 140-kilometre-per-hour bowling under World

Cup pressure is a different experience.
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Bhurtel’s appearances against full-member sides have forced
adjustments in technique and decision-making. The space
available for a cross-batted shot becomes smaller, and short balls
arrive with enough speed to punish indecision. These are lessons

difficult to recreate entirely in training.

Every tournament against stronger opposition therefore serves as
both competition and education. The more frequently Nepal
receives those fixtures, the more natural elite pace will become for

players like Bhurtel.

The Role of Confidence

Few batting styles are as dependent on confidence as aggressive
opening. When the batter is moving well, length appears early and
boundary options seem obvious. During poor form, the same

decisions feel rushed and every attacking shot carries doubt.

Bhurtel’s career has included periods where public expectations
remained high even as runs became harder to find. The challenge
is avoiding the temptation to solve poor form by attacking even
more recklessly. Confidence is rebuilt through clear decisions

rather than forced bravado.

His best innings generally arrive when aggression looks calm. The
bat swing is committed, but the decision has been made early

enough that the shot does not feel desperate.
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Why the Six-Sixes Over Was More Than a
Record

The 2026 over against China mattered because it arrived after
Bhurtel had already spent years being judged through the tension
between explosive potential and inconsistent returns. Six
consecutive sixes provided the most extreme possible reminder of

what his batting can become when timing and confidence align.

But the larger innings was more important than the single over.
Scoring 129 from 43 balls required continuing after the record
had already been achieved, keeping focus while the match moved
toward a huge total. That ability to extend domination is what

converts spectacle into match-winning value.

For Nepal, performances like this can influence tactical ambition.
Once players know totals above 250 or 300 in T20 cricket are
psychologically possible against developing opposition, the ceiling

of what the team believes it can do changes.

Franchise Cricket and the Need for More
Exposure

Bhurtel’s development will also depend on how often he can play
high-level franchise cricket. The Nepal Premier League is
valuable, but overseas leagues offer unfamiliar bowlers, conditions
and dressing rooms. Those experiences accelerate tactical

learning.
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Selection in foreign leagues is competitive, especially for overseas
batting slots. To become a regular export, Bhurtel needs
performances that show not only boundary power but adaptability

across surfaces and roles.

If that happens, the benefits return to Nepal. Players who spend
months around different coaching systems bring new ideas back

into the national environment.

What Consistency Would Look Like

Consistency for Bhurtel should not mean turning into a
conservative opener. If he begins scoring 40 from 40 balls simply
to protect an average, Nepal loses the quality that makes him

distinctive. The target is productive aggression.

That means reducing dismissals to low-percentage shots early in
difficult conditions while remaining willing to attack once he has
identified the bowler or area he wants to target. It is a tactical

refinement rather than a personality change.

Great T20 openers are not reckless. They understand which risks

generate enough reward to be worth taking.
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The Importance of Starts in Tournament
Cricket

In short tournaments, an opener can shape an entire campaign
because teams have little time to recover from slow batting. A
strong powerplay improves net run rate, reduces pressure on the
middle order and allows captains to use deeper batting resources
more aggressively. Bhurtel’s value therefore extends beyond the

runs attached to his own name.

This becomes especially important in qualifiers, where Nepal may
be stronger than some opponents and still need decisive victories
rather than narrow ones. An opener capable of turning a
favourable matchup into a crushing start helps the team maximise

those opportunities.

The six-sixes innings in 2026 was an extreme example, but the
principle applies in ordinary matches too: Bhurtel can change the
shape of a game before many spectators have settled into their

seats.

The Career After the Records

Records are permanent, but selection is not. Bhurtel’s future will
depend on the quieter work of remaining technically adaptable,
physically fit and mentally clear through long periods when no
historic milestone appears. That is the difference between a

memorable player and a durable international opener.
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Nepal no longer needs him merely to surprise stronger teams. It
needs him to help normalise ambitious batting as part of the

team’s identity.

Bhurtel has already shown that his ceiling is world-class in
isolated moments. The more demanding test is repeatability:
producing enough good starts across ordinary international
cricket that Nepal can build plans around him rather than simply
hope for an explosion. If he reaches that balance, his legacy will

be larger than any single over.

For Nepal, that evolution matters because an opener sets more
than a score. He sets the emotional terms of the innings. When
Bhurtel plays with controlled aggression, the entire batting order

appears to stand a little taller.

The ceiling is established. The work now is making it ordinary

enough to trust.

Kushal Bhurtel changed Nepal’s batting tempo because he
arrived willing to attack before the opposition felt
threatened. The next chapter is about turning that instinct
into control—keeping the fearlessness that made him
different while developing the judgement that makes great

openers last.

Originally published by Nepal Digest - https://nepaldigest.com/kushal-bhurtel-nepal-t20-opener/
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