
Nepal Digest
LIFE. CULTURE. PEOPLE & NEPAL

PEOPLE /  PEOPLE

Six Sixes and Beyond:
Dipendra Singh Airee’s Rise
in Nepal Cricket
Dipendra Singh Airee grew from a youth captain into Nepal’s
defining all-rounder, combining record-breaking T20 hitting, off-
spin, elite fielding and the national T20I captaincy.

SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

Nepal Digest



NEPAL DIGEST /  PEOPLE

Six Sixes and Beyond:
Dipendra Singh Airee’s Rise in
Nepal Cricket
Dipendra Singh Airee grew from a youth captain into Nepal’s

defining all-rounder, combining record-breaking T20 hitting,

off-spin, elite fielding and the national T20I captaincy.

By Nepal Digest - September 24, 2026 - Nepal

Dipendra Singh Airee’s career can be told through records:

a nine-ball T20I fifty, six sixes in an over, centuries in both

international white-ball formats and a rise into the upper

reaches of the ICC all-rounder rankings. But the numbers

only explain part of his importance to Nepal cricket. Airee

became valuable because he could influence matches in

several different ways—power through the middle order, off-

spin when the captain needed control, elite fielding and,

increasingly, leadership. By 2026, that versatility had

carried him from age-group promise to the captaincy of

Nepal’s T20I side.
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Modern limited-overs cricket prizes players who reduce the

number of specialists a team needs. A batter who can bowl creates

tactical flexibility; a bowler who can field brilliantly saves runs

before the scorecard notices. Airee developed into exactly this

kind of player.

His highlights are spectacular, but his deeper value lies in

optionality. Nepal can use him as a finisher, an anchor, a matchup

bowler or a senior figure around younger players. That is why his

career is better understood not as a collection of viral innings, but

as the gradual construction of one of the most complete cricketers

Nepal has produced.

From Mahendranagar to the National
Pathway

Airee was born in Mahendranagar in Nepal’s far west and

emerged through a cricket culture that has produced several

national-level players despite limited infrastructure. Like many

young cricketers outside Kathmandu, he had to convert local

recognition into opportunities within national age-group systems.

His talent became visible early because he could contribute in

more than one discipline. Coaches did not have to choose between

selecting him as a batter or bowler. He offered value even when

one part of the game was not working.
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That versatility helped him move through youth cricket quickly,

eventually leading to the Under-19 World Cup and a leadership

role in Nepal’s youth teams.

The Under-19 World Cup

The 2016 Under-19 World Cup introduced Airee to a higher

international standard. Age-group tournaments are important for

Associate nations because they offer young players rare matches

against systems with far greater resources.

For Nepal, strong Under-19 performances have repeatedly

produced senior internationals. The environment teaches players

how little time they will be given by stronger opposition to adjust.

Airee’s youth career showed that his composure could survive

outside domestic conditions. More importantly, it placed him in a

generation expected to carry Nepal after the era defined by Paras

Khadka and other senior pioneers.

The India Under-19 Victory

One of Airee’s most memorable youth performances came in the

2017 ACC Under-19 Asia Cup against India. Captaining Nepal, he

scored 88 and took four wickets, helping deliver a historic victory

over a cricketing giant.
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The result mattered far beyond youth statistics. For Nepali

cricket, beating India at any level carries symbolic weight because

of the enormous difference in infrastructure, player base and

financial power.

Airee’s all-round performance also foreshadowed the senior player

he would become. He did not dominate through one skill. He

influenced every phase of the match.

Entering the Senior Team

Airee moved into senior cricket before Nepal had played its first

ODI. He was part of the national setup during the World Cricket

League period and became one of the players bridging Nepal’s

pre-ODI era with the new status that arrived in 2018.

When Nepal played its first official ODI against the Netherlands in

August 2018, Airee was part of the side. That made him one of the

cricketers who helped inaugurate a new chapter in the country’s

international history.

ODI status transformed opportunity. More official matches meant

more records, rankings and structured competition, but it also

increased pressure on players to become professionals rather than

talented amateurs.
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A Middle-Order Role

Airee’s batting role has often been more complicated than the one

given to openers. Middle-order players can arrive in almost any

situation: rebuilding after early wickets, accelerating after a

strong start or trying to finish an innings with only a handful of

overs remaining.

This uncertainty rewards adaptability. A batter may need to face

spin immediately one day and short-pitched pace the next. Airee’s

range made him useful precisely because he could change tempo.

His best T20 innings show enormous power, but his one-day

contributions have often required patience. Learning when not to

attack has been as important as learning how to clear the

boundary.

The First ODI Century

In March 2022, Airee scored his maiden ODI century against

Papua New Guinea at the TU Cricket Ground in Kathmandu. The

innings mattered because centuries remain important markers of

batting development, especially for players known primarily for

explosive short-format moments.

An ODI hundred requires sustained concentration. It forces a

batter to move through several phases of an innings rather than

simply dominate one spell.
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For Airee, the century reinforced the idea that his batting could be

a primary contribution rather than an additional skill attached to

bowling and fielding.

The T20I Century

Only days later, Airee produced another milestone, scoring his

first T20I century against Malaysia in April 2022. He reached 110

not out, establishing a personal benchmark in the format that

would later make him internationally famous.

The innings showed a different version of his batting from the ODI

hundred. T20 centuries demand acceleration without the safety of

time. Every quiet over raises pressure.

By succeeding in both formats within a short period, Airee

demonstrated why he was becoming central to Nepal’s plans.

The Nine-Ball Fifty

At the 2023 Asian Games in Hangzhou, Airee played an innings

that pushed his name into global cricket headlines. Against

Mongolia, he reached fifty from only nine balls, setting a world

record for the fastest half-century in men’s T20 internationals.

The record was extraordinary because even the most aggressive

T20 batters rarely sustain perfect contact for that long. Nine balls

leaves almost no margin for a dot ball or mistimed shot.
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The opposition and match context were unusual, but the record

still required execution. Airee could only hit the bowling in front of

him, and he did so with astonishing efficiency.

Records and Context

Cricket records can be misunderstood when they are separated

from context. Matches against developing teams do not carry the

same difficulty as performances against top-ranked opposition. But

dismissing the record entirely misses the skill involved.

Airee’s nine-ball fifty matters less because it proves he is better

than every player who reached fifty more slowly and more because

it demonstrates his upper limit as a hitter. Very few players can

produce such a sequence under any conditions.

For Nepal, the global attention was valuable as well. Associate

cricket often struggles for visibility; extraordinary performances

force the wider cricket world to look.

Six Sixes Against Qatar

In April 2024, Airee produced another historic T20I moment

during the ACC Men’s Premier Cup against Qatar. He hit Kamran

Khan for six consecutive sixes in the final over, becoming only the

third batter at the time to achieve the feat in men’s T20

internationals after Yuvraj Singh and Kieron Pollard.
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Six sixes requires more than power. The bowler knows what the

batter is trying to do after the first few balls, the field adjusts and

the pressure increases with each delivery.

Airee completed the sequence anyway, reinforcing his reputation

as one of Associate cricket’s most dangerous finishers.

Why the Final Overs Suit Him

Finishers operate under a different logic from top-order batters.

They may have ten balls rather than fifty, meaning conventional

averages tell only part of the story. Strike rate, boundary options

and the ability to make immediate decisions become crucial.

Airee’s strong base and clean hitting make him particularly

effective when bowlers are forced to defend boundaries. He can

target both pace and spin, which makes setting fields difficult.

The risk is obvious: finishers often fail because their role requires

high-risk shots. Their value becomes visible over many matches

rather than through consistency in the traditional sense.

The Bowler Inside the Batter

Airee’s off-spin is one of the reasons he is more than a power

hitter. Right-arm off-break bowling gives Nepal a control option

through the middle overs and allows the captain to attack

particular matchups.
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He is not simply someone who rolls his arm over when a game is

already decided. His T20I wicket tally has grown substantially,

and by 2026 he had reached the rare combination of more than

1,000 T20I runs and 50 wickets.

This all-round output places him in a small group globally and

explains his strong position in ICC all-rounder rankings.

Fielding as a Third Discipline

Airee’s athletic fielding is sometimes the least discussed part of

his game because it does not create the same records as six-

hitting. Yet fielding can change matches through catches, run-outs

and saved boundaries.

For Associate teams, elite fielding is particularly valuable because

it does not depend on expensive infrastructure. Fitness,

anticipation and technique can narrow gaps against stronger sides

even when batting depth or fast-bowling resources remain

unequal.

Airee has long been one of Nepal’s most energetic fielders,

making his value genuinely three-dimensional.

Franchise Cricket Abroad

Strong international performances brought opportunities in

overseas T20 leagues. Airee played in Canada and the
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International League T20 and later entered the Pakistan Super

League system with Islamabad United.

Franchise cricket matters because it exposes players to

international teammates, coaching staffs and tactical

environments that national programmes cannot always replicate.

Even limited playing time can be educational.

For Nepal, every player who enters those leagues expands the

country’s reputation as a source of talent rather than simply an

enthusiastic Associate side.

The Nepal Premier League

At home, the Nepal Premier League created another important

stage. Airee’s presence gave the competition one of its strongest

domestic stars while allowing local fans to watch him outside

national-team fixtures.

A strong franchise league can help players practise role clarity.

International teams often move players around according to

circumstance, while franchise teams can define more stable

batting and bowling responsibilities.

The league also gives younger players direct access to senior

internationals. Training alongside Airee can be as valuable as

watching him on television.
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The 2024 T20 World Cup

Airee represented Nepal at the 2024 T20 World Cup, returning the

country to the tournament after a decade. The event was an

important benchmark because Nepal’s most exciting individual

skills were tested against full-member opposition under global

attention.

The tournament also reinforced how small margins become at elite

level. One missed boundary, dropped catch or poorly executed

over can decide a match.

For an all-rounder, that environment increases responsibility.

Airee can be involved in nearly every decisive phase.

Becoming a Senior Player

As the years passed, Airee’s role shifted from promising youngster

to one of the experienced cores of the national side. This transition

changes expectations. A young player is allowed to be

inconsistent; a senior player is expected to stabilise others.

Leadership does not necessarily require captaincy. Experienced

players communicate field settings, support bowlers under

pressure and help younger batters interpret conditions.

Airee’s long international exposure made him an obvious

candidate for greater formal responsibility.
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The T20I Captaincy

In April 2026, the Cricket Association of Nepal named Airee

captain of the T20I side while Rohit Paudel retained ODI

leadership. The split-captaincy model recognised that different

formats may benefit from different tactical approaches and squad

structures.

For Airee, the appointment was a significant step. His career had

already included youth captaincy, but leading the senior national

side brings a different scale of scrutiny.

A captain who is also an all-rounder must manage his own

workload carefully. Every bowling change or batting-order

decision is judged alongside personal performance.

What Kind of Captain Can He Become?

Airee’s playing style suggests a captain comfortable with T20’s

tactical complexity. He understands matchups because he is used

both as a batter and bowler, and his experience in franchise

cricket exposes him to different strategic cultures.

The risk is over-involvement. All-rounder captains can be tempted

to solve every problem themselves. Strong leadership requires

trusting specialists and understanding when personal intervention

is unnecessary.
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His success will therefore depend less on producing spectacular

individual performances as captain and more on whether Nepal

becomes a more adaptable T20 team around him.

Two Captains, One Team

Split leadership can create complexity if the ODI and T20I sides

develop separate hierarchies. Nepal will need clear

communication between Airee, Paudel, coaches and selectors to

ensure format specialisation does not become internal

fragmentation.

The arrangement can also be productive. T20 cricket increasingly

requires highly specific skills, while ODI cricket rewards longer-

term control. Different captains may allow each format to develop

its own identity.

Airee’s challenge is to make the T20 side faster and more

tactically flexible without losing the cohesion that has historically

been one of Nepal’s strengths.

Why His Records Matter to Nepal

Nepal’s cricketers operate in an international system where

Associate teams receive less attention, fewer bilateral series and

fewer opportunities against the strongest sides. Individual records

therefore carry unusual promotional value.
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A nine-ball fifty or six-sixes over travels globally, introducing

viewers to a player and country they may rarely watch otherwise.

This can help attract franchise interest and commercial attention.

The records are not a substitute for team success, but they widen

the stage on which team success can later be recognised.

Beyond the Highlight Reel

The danger of Airee’s spectacular moments is that they can reduce

him to a six-hitter. His career is more substantial than that. He has

scored international centuries, taken significant wickets, fielded at

a high level and developed into a captain.

The best measure of an all-rounder is not the single skill that

produces the loudest crowd reaction. It is how often the player

remains useful when that skill fails.

On days when Airee does not score, Nepal may still need his

bowling. When he does not bowl, his fielding can still affect the

match.

The Next Stage

At twenty-six in 2026, Airee is entering what should be the prime

years of his career. The physical power is established; the tactical

and leadership responsibilities are growing. The next challenge is

sustained performance across seasons rather than records in
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isolated matches.

Franchise opportunities, the Nepal Premier League and a growing

international schedule should give him more high-pressure cricket

than earlier Nepali generations received. That makes the ceiling

higher, but the expectations are higher as well.

The Importance of Role Clarity

All-rounders can become victims of their own versatility. When a

player can bat in several positions and bowl in different phases,

teams may move him constantly according to immediate needs.

Flexibility helps the side, but too much movement can prevent the

player from mastering a clearly defined role.

For Airee, the challenge is balancing usefulness with stability.

Nepal benefits when he can rescue an innings, finish aggressively

and provide overs, but his own performance may improve when

the team is clear about what it expects from him before the match

begins.

As captain, he now has unusual influence over that clarity. He can

help design a T20 structure in which his role—and everyone

else’s—is understood rather than improvised every time pressure

arrives.
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Leadership Beyond Tactical Decisions

Captaincy at Associate level involves responsibilities beyond field

settings. Senior players become intermediaries between

teammates, coaches, selectors, administrators and a highly

engaged public. The captain can be asked to explain decisions that

were never entirely his own.

Airee’s temperament will matter as much as his cricket

intelligence. Younger players need a leader who can absorb

pressure without transferring it directly to the dressing room. A

captain who panics publicly makes tactical uncertainty contagious.

His youth leadership experience provides a foundation, but the

senior role is different because results carry commercial, national

and qualification consequences.

The Value of Elite Fielding

As Nepal plays more top-level T20 cricket, fielding becomes

increasingly important because margins shrink. Saving ten runs

across an innings can equal the value of an extra boundary-filled

cameo, yet fielding rarely receives the same individual

recognition.

Airee’s athleticism gives Nepal a standard to build around.

Younger players can see that selection is influenced not only by

batting and bowling figures but by what happens between

17 / 20



deliveries and on balls that never become wickets.

Strong fielding cultures are contagious. When one senior player

attacks every ball, slower effort becomes more visible.

The Prime Years Ahead

Airee entered 2026 with enough experience to understand

international cricket but enough physical prime remaining to

improve substantially. This is often the stage when elite all-

rounders become more efficient: fewer unnecessary risks, more

precise bowling plans and better understanding of workload.

The challenge is preserving explosiveness while avoiding burnout.

Playing national cricket, domestic leagues and overseas franchises

creates opportunity but also physical strain, particularly for

someone involved in every phase of the match.

If Nepal manages his workload intelligently, the next several years

could be more important than the records already behind him.

Building a T20 Identity Around Versatility

Airee’s captaincy gives Nepal an opportunity to design a side in

which versatility becomes a strategic principle rather than an

emergency solution. Batters who bowl and bowlers who can

contribute late runs allow deeper combinations and make it harder

for opponents to predict how the team will use its resources.
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That approach suits Nepal because the country does not possess

the player depth of major cricketing nations. Extracting multiple

skills from each selection can narrow that structural gap. Airee is

the clearest example of what such a model looks like at its highest

level.

The risk is expecting every player to become a diluted all-rounder.

Specialisation still matters. The captain’s task is to use versatility

without sacrificing excellence in the primary skill.

The Measure of His Captaincy

Airee’s records guarantee him a place in Nepal cricket history

regardless of what happens as captain. Leadership will be judged

differently. The relevant questions will be whether the team

becomes tactically clearer, whether younger players improve and

whether Nepal performs better in the matches that decide

qualification.

If those outcomes follow, the captaincy will become more

important than any single record because it will show that Airee

learned to multiply his influence through other players rather than

only through his own performance.

The most complete version of Airee’s career will therefore be

measured by multiplication rather than accumulation. More

records would add to his résumé, but stronger teammates,

smarter tactical structures and better tournament results would
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show that his influence has moved beyond individual brilliance.

Captaincy gives him the opportunity to make that transition.

Dipendra Singh Airee will always be associated with nine

balls and six sixes. But his larger contribution to Nepal

cricket is the idea that one player can affect every phase of

a match. Batter, bowler, fielder and now captain, he has

grown from a spectacular talent into something more

valuable: a cricketer around whom an entire T20 side can be

organised.

Originally published by Nepal Digest - https://nepaldigest.com/dipendra-singh-airee-nepal-cricket-rise/
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